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COS~fON F:

[Report No. 95-721]

IN 'l':E HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

)71W~ :tr~M 2.5O, 19,7

t~5'Wt'· ill (f0r himself, Mil. B RiOYIli, AI. BrpowN' of Ohio, Mr. PlBowvx of

CmlIiforliwa, 1Mr'. F1l.01:10. Mil'. G1D)(:cm!', 311. LE-Ou(:rI MrI . Mr'..[,l., 1.
: IItwIItY o0f New York, \Ir. NI.AL. Mr. I>;vir'irSoN of New Y01ork, \Ir. PElA.xsE.

i'. 1lP: Y ' :l , lMr. ROON:!`Y. MII. RI\tAXSE , an[ . 3a I Mr. Bolt WVISONx)

,introducel the followingr bill; which was\ referred to the Commitl tee on
Ilterstite ai(l Forleignl Comimerce

O()"1om.:9, 19, 1977

llmrled Wl I ili amnendlmnullmts . coimiiiiltedl tllhe ('omlnittl(ee of tiie AW'iole. i[oise
onl the SIate oi Ihlhe l:lioll. :InId orhdecd io be lriiiIe(l

I()mit tile palrt slrlmcl; i lihrnhl :tull i ('le t1(he lpart lrilltdl ill it:lic.]

A BILL
Trlo amllen the Commlnniication.s Act of 1 9'4 to provide for the

regulation of utility pole attacllmn-lts.

1 Be it enactc(d b! /he Senatrle adl Iouse of Relpresenta-

2 tives of the UJi/ed (S ttates of America in. Congress assCemblcd.

3 That title HI of the Communications Act of 193-4 (47 TT.S.C.

4 201 et seq.) is amenlded by adding at the end thereof the

5 following new section:

6 "UTILITY POLE ATTACHMENTS

7 "SEc. 224. (a) As used in this section:

8 " (1) The term 'utility' means any person who prlo-



vides telephone service (,r Clectric cpcrg' to tilc lublic

2 and l who owns or conllrols po0es, duictS, cond(llits, or

3 rights-of-wayT used. ill iwhole or in part, for wire (oil-

4 munication-. Such tlrmll docs nlot ilcltude Cany corlporlatiio)

5 or0 otlier simlilr clltit\ ow n(\vld l} the Fe'derl

6 CGoverlnlllent.

7 "(2) '1T Ib , .hi;ln(h' mI.lhI)ril/l' mc..'ons IMhc g,.'i ,-',

8 menl o/f ai/, ,S'/,. f.. /,.1li/wl.l .s'.d,:ibi.i.. . ..r,,i, 2, o.r

9 in.slie4n1vhla/1il, o/'t ,S'I/,a, ,ondl a..q pi,dic lifil// di.s-

10o Iricl ,r f,, h, , .) sil /t/' .s'wC 'i,," ]"rpI",'"'' cist )i( 1sl(l1ish(1d

11 under ,£7la/e ]at

12 '(- O (;,) rIIe( tcln 'FI c(lrl (ov\c llcl lt' 1me1(ansll t1le

13 Government of the United States or any agency or

14 instrumentality thereof.

] ) "-4)-- (4-) The terlm 'lpol attachllllllnt' mllan( any at-

1(; tchllment for wire colmunic altiion on a pole, duct, con-

:17 duit, or other right-of-mway owned or controlled by a

18 utility.

19 "-(-4)- (;) The term 'Ilsablle slpac' means the space

20 on a utility pole bl)ove the miniii nii gra(de lcvel which

21 can e used for the attachmlllent of iwires ,and cables.

22 "(b) (1) The Commission shall regulate tile rtes,

23 terms, and conditions for pole attachments in aniy case il

24 which such rates, terms, and conditions are not rJcgleilfcd.



3

v by any State authority. Any such State authority may act

2 at any time to regulate such rates, terms, and conditions.

3 Any such regulations prescribed by the Conlmmission or by

4 aIny State autlhority shall assure that rates for pole attach-

m5 ienls are just and reasoxnable.

G ~" (2) A just and reasonable rate, whllether prescribed by

7 the Comnlission or by State authority, shall assure the utility

the recovery of not less than the additional costs of providing

pole attachments nor more than the actual capital and oper-

10 ating expenses of the utility attributable to that portion of

11 the pole, duct, or conduit used by the pole attachment. Such

1i2 .portion shall be the percentage of the total usable space on a

1i3 pole, or the total capacity of the duct or conduit, that is

14 occupied by the pole attachment.".

dlT SEC. 2. Upon the expiration of the 5-year period that

16 begins on the date of the enactment of this Act-

17 (1) section 2 24(a) (4) of the Communications Act

18 of 1934, as added by the first section of this Act, is

19 repealed;

20 (2) section 224(b) (2) of such Act, as added by the

'21 first section of this Act, is repealed; and

22 (3) section 224(b)(1) of such Act, as added by

23 the first section of this Act, is redesignated as section

24 224 (b).



18BSEBSION - H. R. 7442

[Report No. 95-721]

A BILL
To amend the Communications Act of 1934 to

provide for the regulation of utility pole
attachments.

By Mfr. WIRTH, Mr. BROIIILL, Mr. BROWN of
Ohio, Mr. BROWN of California, Mr. FLORIo,
MrI. GUDGER, M r. LGGETTrr, Mr. MAIARIEY, Mr.
AIMuPi-Iy of New York, MrI. NEAL, Mr. PArrTT-
SON of New York., Mr. IPM il'ir. i T3rrM P
Mr. RooNEY, Mr. ROSE, Mr. WAXrxAN, and
Mr. B3o, WILSON

May 25, 1977
Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign

Commerce

OCTOBES 19, 1977
Reported with amendments, committed to the Com-

mittee of the Whole House on the State of the
Union, and ordered to be printed


